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WITH JOY AND REJOICING!
Daily devotional booklet
It is our prayer that many will

take up this challenge to a life
of rejoicing in adversity.



How can we ever tell the blessings of rejoicing? | recall the
undertakings, impossible and out of reach, which we have
attempted just because we knew God could not fail!! And the
recording trips we have taken—almost to the ends of the
earth—because we believed the promises and could give thanks
for them long before our eyes saw the answer! Nothing puts the
world so within our reach as rejoicing faith.

Faith makes us know that God is able to give us the heathen for
our inheritance; rejoicing faith sends us forth to appropriate!

Faith makes us know for sure that we can possess the land; but
rejoicing faith causes us to wield the mighty weapon which will
pull down the strongholds of satan!

Faith looks beyond the great barriers into the lands of the
heathen and tells us we can get the Gospel to everyone; but
rejoicing faith is the power that lifts us over every wall and
thrusts us through every troop, conquering and to conquer!

Obedience to the command “REJOICE EVERMORE!” makes faith
vibrant and active. Through it each day our hearts can be kept
singing in the expectation of His manifold blessings and benefits
that He delights to bring to those who expect and look for them.
Are you expecting? Are you looking? Are you rejoicing?!

— Joy Ridderhof
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oes the Bible actually mean to rejoice in adverse
circumstances, or does it mean to rejoice in the Lord in
spite of what comes?”

“Should we really thank God for a terrible trial?”

“I can see the import of thanking God in a trial and through it,
but to thank Him for it? It doesn’t seem right, nor does it make
sense to me!”’

““How can you thank God for this suffering and therefore attribute
it to Him?” .

Everywhere | go these questions and comments are most
commonly shared by earnest Christians as they seek to understand
the life of rejoicing faith. Perhaps it would be of help to rephrase
their questions:

“Shall we rejoice in the Lord and thank Him for what
He allows and does, as well as for who He is?”

I have to say, “YES!” Actually, | have no questions, no doubts
about it in my mind. You see, dear ones, when we believe He
doeth all things well and that His way is perfect—and when we
believe that He controls everything that comes to us as from the
hands of a loving Father—then we will rejoice in all, for all, and
because of all He does, all He allows, intends, plans and brings to
our lives through adverse circumstances. O thank Him just now
for the blessing you cannot see as yet!

REJOICE IN ADVERSITY. ... ... .......... REJOICE EVERMORE!
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aul testified this way and my voice joins with him: . . .1

am exceedingly joyful in all our tribulation. . . the things

which have happened to me have fallen out to the

furtherance of the Gospel. . .Christ shall be magnified

in my body, whether it be by life or death. . .being
reviled we bless. . .we glory in tribulations (Montgomery version
says, ‘exulting even in our troubles’) knowing that tribulation
worketh patience. . .accounted as sheep for the slaughter, nay in
all these things we are more than conquerors. . .”

No wonder Paul ‘could turn about and exhort us!:

“In everything give thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus concerning you.”

“Giving thanks ALWAYS FOR ALL things unto the Father...”
Rejoice! and again | say rejoicel”

Then James chimes in: “Count it ALL joy when ye fall into various
temptations.” Phillips translates it this way: “When troubles and
trial crowd upon you brothers, don’t resent them as intruders, but
welcome them as friends” It’s exciting to read James’ words in
chapter 1:24 as the various translators have interpreted them:

. ..Consider yourselves fortunate when all kinds of trials come
your way. . .consider it pure joy. . .treat them as a happy

privilege. . .count yourselves supremely happy...COUNT IT ALL
joy”

And there it is!

Their words may be different, but the message is clear to
me—REJOICE in trials, ALL trials. Not some —not sometimes —but
ALL and EVERY! REJOICE IN, THROUGH, FOR, NOW, THEN, and
EVERMORE!!

REJOICE! REJOICE! REJOICE!. ... .......... REJOICE EVERMORE!
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hen you have rejoiced and believed and things begin to
look darker and darker, be very glad because the harder
the situation becomes, the greater delight God takes in

bringing deliverances!

You will find that often God purposely waits until everything
seems utterly beyond hope in order that He may perform a truly
great miracle,

You will recall how the Lord purposely waited until Lazarus had
been in the grave four days before He answered Mary's summons
for Him. His words were,

“Said | not unto Thee that if thou wouldst believe thou
shouldst see the Glory of God?”
{IN.11:40)

And look what happened! Mary saw her brother raised from the
dead!

Let those words engrave themselves on your heart,
“...IF THOU WOULDST BELIEVE, THOU SHOULDST SEE. . .”

Believe, give praise, rejoice though He keeps you waiting four
days. . .four months . . .four years. . .forty years. . .and you shall
see the glory of God.

Oh, don’t waste another minute following any lesser plan. Don’t
let another day go by without taking this exciting step of faith!
Begin NOW to believe and rejoice in and for your adversity —God
will bless you for it!

REJOICE IN ADVERSITY! . -REJOICE AND SEE THE GLORY OF GOD!
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any times rejoicing is more difficult in the multitude of
daily annoyances, aggravations, irritations, delays and
unpunctualities than in the greater sorrows and testings.

It is here that we begin to wake up to the fact of how utterly
futile it is for us to TRY to rejoice. We get to the place where we
say, “I CAN'T. | try and try and try, but instead of helping me
these attempts just add more defeats to those | already have”

It’s true, you can’t. But then no man can—"but by the Holy
Chost” In this matter of rejoicing, the Holy Spirit must take over
and do it within us, and for us.

Let us cease from our own works this very day and trust Him to
do it for us!

Are you rejoicing yet? It's never too soon to begin. Have you been
rejoicing? Keep on! Keep on! Double your praise—step up your
rejoicing! You can’t overdo it!!

REJOICE EVERMORE!.. .... KEEP ON WITH JOY AND REJOICING!
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ur work at Gospel Recordings is two-fold. We propose
to send out recordings free of charge in all languages
and dialects of the world, and also to maintain to an
unbelieving world a testimony of faith in God'’s power
to fulfill His promises.

If you were to step into our little studio at Gospel Recordings in
Los Angeles, you would notice at the entrance two words written
right into the cement sidewalk: “REJOICE EVERMORE!”

This motto is taken very much to heart, and we seek to apply it in
the little everyday affairs as well as in the big steps of our work.

Now this verse was not chosen by accident, but because Gospel
Recordings came into being through rejoicing faith, and rejoicing
is a vital part of our ministry. It seems to me that it is impossible
to separate the two.

When we rejoice —
-the difficulty becomes the means. . .
.. .the mountain becomes the way. . .
.. .the obstacle becomes the vehicle!
REJOICE in your difficulty! REJOICE in your mountain! REJOICE
in every obstacle that comes across your path. God wants to

make it a means, a way, a vehicle of blessing to you and glory to
Him . this very day!

ARE YOU REJOICING? REJOICE IN YOUR MOUNTAIN. ... TODAY!
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n the progress of the work of Gospel Recordings, we

have faced many obstacles and trials which seemed to

threaten our very existence. We tackled these trials

with the weapons of praise and rejoicing, believing God

would take these hindrances and bring great good to us
through them. And indeed, we experienced some of our greatest
strides forward and most outstanding miracles through great
adversity and disappointment.

Years ago, when the work was very small, we were using an old
garage situated at the rear of the adjoining property to store our
materials. One day we were told by the owners that the tenants
on the property wanted use of the garage. What shall we do? We
had no other place to put our supplies! What could we do? What
else—but REJOICE?! Rejoice knowing that God must want to do
something better for us!

Immediately the thought came, “We must buy the property and
own the house on it as well as the garage!” And as a step of faith
the purchase was made!

The down-payment was miraculously supplied and the remainder
of the payments came in marvelous ways without ever making
known the need, and in less than a year we were able to burn the
mortgage! ‘

The purchase was ideal for our needs and proved to be to our
advantage in every way. Today our residence and studio still
operate from this miracle property. Praise God!

Thank You, Father, for taking away the use of our
storage garage!

REJOICE AND EXPECT A BLESSING!. ..., ... REJOICE EVERMORE!
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n 1944 when Ann Sherwood and | planned our trip to
Mexico to record tribal languages, we faced one of the
biggest steps of faith in the history of the work up to
that time. What we needed and what we had were
separated by a great gulf between. REJOICE!

We had no car. REJOICE! We had no money for a car. REJOICE!
We had no coupons for gas—even if we did have a car! REJOICE]
AND there were no cars for sale—even if we had the money!
REJOICE! REJOICE! REJOICE! Even in the reality of so great a
need we could rejoice with a heart full of conficence. BUT, | am
ashamed to say that / did not! | was very much discouraged and
hope almost failed.

Then came the unbelievably good news that we had been
provided with a car AND an abundant supply of gas coupons! Oh
what joy! And with it came a new understanding of God’s love
and care. Oh, how sorry | was that | had not rejoiced in the
beginning. But this was a lesson | would never forget. | said to
Ann, “If | ever—for one moment —forget to rejoice, will you
remind me?l”

And so it was, we purposed in the future always to manifest our
trust in God by praising Him in the darkest hour. . .and it wasn’t
long before we had the opportunity to put this new purpose into
practice. We had 8 or 9 flat tires on our way to Mexico Cltyl
REJOICE EVERMORE!

O Lord, thank You for creating such a great gulf
between what we had and what we needed!

RE]OICE IN THE DARKESTHOUR!.......... REJOICE EVERMORE!
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ometimes the goodness of God is taken to mean the

approval of God. When we have failed to believe and

rejoice (as | failed) God in His mercy and love often

returns manifold blessings to us in spite of our lack of

belief and faith. At such times we may be tempted to
think, “I didn’t rejoice and yet God worked it out wonderfully for
my good. . .so maybe it isn’t necessary after all to rejoice at all
times.’

Shame on us if this is true! Because we have forced Him to go the
first mile, are we now going to make it necessary for Him to go
the second mile?

The goodness of the Lord should drive home to us the enormity of
wrong in not ascribing to Him the glory due Him at all times. Oh,
let us pray for hearts that desire His glory to be recognized and
acknowledged daily, openly, unreservedly through our faithful
rejoicing, and thankfulness to Him in and for everything that
comes our way!

O God, let our hearts desire that you shall receive the
glory and honor due your name —no matter how
difficult our situation may seem.

Teach us to give thanks and rejoice daily in and for
everything that comes our way.

O, help us REJOICE EVERMORE!

REJOICE IN FAILURE! REJOICE UNRESERVEDLY & EVERMORE!
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t is only necessary to give a little attention to the

subject of rejoicing in the Bible to realize we have

commandments, exhortations and examples in

abundance. Yet | am continually amazed as 1 talk with

Christians to learn how little this has been taken
seriously. The subject is touched on from time to time, but not
enough to press home the truth that this is the way we must live
from day to day, hour to hour.

One time, after | had been talking with a minister about the
blessings of rejoicing in adversity —thanking God when things go
wrong, he looked at me with a broad smile and said, “I do believe
in this. In fact, it has been my practice to rejoice in this way for
many years. For instance, not long ago my glasses dropped and
when 1 looked down they had caught onto my trousers and had
not broken. | rejoiced immediately.””

I fully appreciated what this minister meant, and will admit that
many do not rejoice as they should and give credit to God for the
numerous favors and deliverances He gives us day by day, BUT,
what would he have done if his glasses had broken?! Would you
thank God if they were broken irreparably? Could you believe, by
faith, that He would bring blessing from it? This is the challenge!
This is the pattern to follow.

REJOICE believing, claiming that all God permits to touch
your life is something out of which He can receive glory, and
bring about good (o you. Try it today! Don‘t put it off another
day! Start NOW! Praise Him! Thank Him! Bring a blessing to Him
with your rejoicing faith!

REJOICE NOW! REJOICE IN FAITH!. ... .. .. REJOICE EVERMORE!




DAY 10 WITH JOY AND REJOICING!

uring the war, everything was difficult. My! —the

opportunities we had to rejoice! We were without a

studio, without equipment, without technicians, without

record blanks, without any of the vital necessities for

getting our records manufactured. REJOICE! REJOICE!
Opportunities on every hand to rejoice and opportunities on every
hand to wait for God’s miracles to happen.

One day, when | went to place a large order with the head of the
commercial record pressing company who produced our records
for us at the time, he regretfully told me: “Sorry, we cannot take
your orders anymore. All our facilities are being used for govern-
ment work. We have no private source for materials, only what
the government provides.”

For a moment | was bewildered. Can everything stop just that
simply? It can’t! 1t mustn’t! It WON'T! My answer came without
hesitation or thought:

“But we have faith in God!”

And oh how we prayed and praised with expectation! Rejoice
more! Praise more! Pray more! Thank Him more! Believe Him for
the impossible! And then one day a message came from the
record company,

“Bring in ALL your orders.”

Imagine it! Bring in ALL your orders! Oh praise God! The message
continued, “A carload of material has just arrived from an
unexpected source.”

An unexpected source to them, but our expected source. And from
that time on ‘till the end of the war, they continued to process
and press our records.

REJOICE MORE!...... PRAISE MORE!...... THANK HIM MORE!
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ecently, after a talk | had given on the subject of
rejoicing in adversity, the chairman of the meeting said,
“YES, even when things are unpleasant and we have
various kinds of troubles, we can think of the good
things God has done and count our blessings”

Of course, | agree that we should count our blessings continually
and name them one by one in thanksgiving to God, but here
again, this man didn’t fully grasp the point of rejoicing in
adversity.

If we believe that all that touches our lives is permitted and
directed by our Faithful Shepherd who loved us enough to give
His life for us, then we can believe that He had a very special
reason for bringing a trial to us.

The trial itself is actually a valuable gift presented in coarse
wrapping. If we do not open the wrapping and discover the gift,
we will be just as poor as we ever were. Experience has proven to
me that praise is the cffort that removes, without fail, the
misleading coverings and reveals the good treasure that is there
for us. ’

So, REJOICE! When? When you are misunderstood; treated
unfairly; snubbed; suffering; and in whatever your pain is
today —because it is in this particular thing that God wants to
reveal another special gift to greatly enrich your lifel Why not

rejoice and accept His good gift today? Why not REJOICE
EVERMORE!?

REJOICE AND ACCEPT HIS GOOD GIFT!. .. .REJOICE EVERMORE!
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braham rejoiced to see my day.” John 8:56

First Abraham rejoiced because he believed God’s

promise about Christ. Then, when he took that step of

faith, he was able to understand and ‘see’. The scales
were taken away and he was glad. The elated feeling came later.
Yet it was all by faith. Abraham, like God, was able to call the
things that are not as though they were.

In my exercise of rejoicing, | have had to (on many occasions)
rejoice consistently for quite a period of time before the
particular burden or trial lifted. But | made sure, that in rejoicing,
I did it from my heart, asking the Lord to continue this test until
He had worked out His purpose in me.

I could rejoice in knowing that the trial was in itself good because
God had allowed it, and that when it was finished something
wonderful would come as a result. That knowledge was in itself a
source of joy!

“For we know that always in faithfulness He afflicts
us.”’

By faith we can rejoice, and this releases tremendous power to lift
us up.

Do you need that lifting up today? Begin to rejoice in the midst of
your trial and let God lift you up to heavenly places with Him! He
wants to do it for you. REJOICE EVERMORE!

REJOICE IN YOUR TRIAL!............. REJOICE CONSISTENTLY!




